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Overview 
 

In order to properly oversee maritime mobile radio operations in Saint Lucia, clear rules must exist 
to guide the public, and specifically existing and prospective maritime mobile radio operators.   As 
presently drafted, the governing legislation for telecommunications, the Telecommunications Act 
2000, focuses almost exclusively on the provision of telecommunications service to the public: it is 
generally silent on the establishment and use of other types of telecommunications operations by 
members of the public.  Thus, in absence explicit guidance on maritime mobile radio operations in 
Saint Lucia, the National Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (“Commission”) has 
prepared a draft Framework for Maritime Mobile Radio Operations in Saint Lucia, for public 
review and comment, through this consultation process. 

With assistance from the Division of Maritime Affairs, this Framework has been drafted to be a 
foundation document to describe maritime mobile radio communications within Saint Lucia, and to 
capture core requirements and obligations, as prescribed by the Telecommunications Act 2000 and 
its Regulations.  More specifically, the Commission has sought to address basic topics associated 
with maritime mobile radio operation, such as the application and licensing requirements and 
processes (as per the present telecommunications legislation), the frequency allocations for 
maritime mobile radio operations, as well as to provide guidelines on basic operating practices for 
maritime radio communications via maritime radiotelephony. 

It is hoped, upon completion of this consultation process, through which the Commission should 
have the benefit of input from interested parties, the draft Framework can be finalised and adopted 
as useful reference for maritime mobile radio operations in Saint Lucia. 

 

Public Consultation Process 

1. The Commission invites comments from the general public and specifically, existing and 
prospective maritime mobile radio operators, on the Consultation Document, LCD/MR07.007, 
Public Consultation on a Draft Framework for Maritime Mobile Radio Operations in Saint 
Lucia. 

2. The Public Consultation process will follow the Commission’s consultation procedures as 
presented in Module 2 of its Procedures Manual [LPM2/DE05.001]. 

 Activity Deadline Dates 

1. The Commission publishes Consultation Document June 1st, 2007 
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2. Responses on the consultation document are submitted to 
the Commission (1st round of responses, 6 weeks) 

July 12th, 2007 

3. The Commission circulates and invites comments on the 
responses received 

July 13th, 2007 

4. Further comments are submitted to the Commission (2nd 
round of responses, 3 weeks) 

August 2nd, 2007 

3. Key deadlines: 

(i) Comments on the initial Consultation Document (1st round), must be received by the 
Commission no later that the close of business on Thursday, July 12th, 2007, and  

(ii) Comments on the views submitted (2nd round), must be received by the Commission 
no later than the close of business on Thursday, August 2nd, 2007. 

4. Views may be shared on any aspect of the Consultation Document, and in so far as it is 
possible, each paragraph has been numbered to facilitate easy reference. 

5. All responses must be in writing in order to be considered by the Commission, and should be 
forwarded to 

The Coordinator 
National Telecommunications Regulatory Commission 
Global Tile Building (Bois d’Orange) 
P. O. Box GM 690 
Castries 
St. Lucia 
 
Fax:  (758) 453 2558 
Email:  ntrc_slu@candw.lc 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.0.1 Radio communications is a critical element in the maritime industry, both locally and 
worldwide.  Of primary concern is safety at sea, which has been addressed through a 
number of international conventions and agreements, of which Saint Lucia is a signatory. 

1.0.2 In Saint Lucia, maritime mobile radio communications is also a form of 
telecommunications, which is governed by the Telecommunications Act [No. 27 of 2000] 
and its associated Regulations.  However, as presently drafted, the Act focuses almost 
exclusively on the provision of telecommunications service to the public.  Thus, there is 
little guidance for telecommunications operations that are established for personal use, or 
for a specified purpose, such as maritime mobile radio communications. 

1.0.3 The National Telecommunications Regulatory Commission was created under the 
Telecommunications Act 2000 to oversee some aspects the telecommunications sector in 
Saint Lucia.  It is therefore responsible for ensuring adherence to the legislation by service 
providers and other telecommunications users, including maritime mobile radio operators. 

1.0.4 In Saint Lucia, the maritime industry is subject to other requirements, such as those 
prescribed by the Division of Maritime Affairs, the Shipping Act, No. 11 of 1994, as well as 
regional and international conventions and agreements, to which Saint Lucia has acceded.  
Under the Telecommunications Act 2000, users of maritime equipment must be licensed.  
However, the types of equipment that might be needed would be prescribed by regional 
and international convention, and as guided by the Division of Maritime Affairs. 

1.0.5 In that regard, and with the assistance of the Division of Maritime Affairs, the Commission 
has prepared this Framework to collate pertinent information on the telecommunications 
requirements for maritime mobile radio operations in Saint Lucia.  It is not intended that the 
requirements under the Telecommunications Act (and/or its Regulations) or this 
Framework, limit or preclude entities in the maritime industry from meeting any other 
requirements that might be set out by the Division of Maritime Affairs, by the Shipping Act, 
No. 11 of 1994, or by regional and international conventions and agreements to which 
Saint Lucia has acceded. 

 

 

2.0 Scope 

2.0.1 The purpose of this document is to provide a clear and comprehensive outline on the 
telecommunications requirements for the operation of maritime mobile radio equipment in 
Saint Lucia.  It shall describe, among other things,  
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(a) the application and licensing processes,  

(b) the frequencies assigned for maritime mobile radio operations  

(c) the pertinent provisions from the telecommunications legislation, especially on 
standards and harmful interference, and  

(d) some basic operating guidelines for maritime mobile radio operations. 

2.0.2 However, maritime mobile radio communications in Saint Lucia, is not only governed by 
the Telecommunications Act 2000.  In that regard, and for completeness of this 
Framework, an overview of mobile communications system in Saint Lucia, and some of the 
requirements as prescribed by regional and international convention, and as 
recommended by the Division of Maritime Affairs, have been included. 

2.0.3 In the event of any inconsistencies between this framework and the Act or Regulations, the 
provisions of the Act or applicable Regulations shall take precedence. 

 

 

3.0 Resources 

3.0.1 Material from the following sources was used to prepare this document: 

(i) Telecommunications Act 2000 and Regulations; 

(ii) Code of Safety for Caribbean Cargo Ships; 

(iii) Code of Safety for Small Commercial Vessels; 

(iv) Solas Convention; 

(v) Shipping Act, No. 11 of 1994; 

(vi) National Master Plan for the Maritime Radiocommunications Sector of Saint Lucia; 

(vii) Draft Shipping (Registration and Proprietary Interests in Ships) Regulations; 

(viii) National Search and Rescue Plan; 

(ix) ITU Radio Regulations (2004); 

(x) ITU Recommendation on Radiotelephony Procedures in the Maritime Mobile 
Service (ITU-R M.1171). 
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4.0 Glossary of Terms 

Act – The Telecommunications Act [No. 27 of 2000] in the jurisdiction of Saint Lucia. 

AIS – Automatic Identification System. A system used by ships and vessel traffic systems 
(VTS) principally for identification of vessels at sea 

Applicant – A person applying for a licence or a frequency authorisation under the Act. 

Application – An application for a licence or frequency authorisation, including a 
modification or renewal of a licence or frequency authorisation , under the Act. 

Application fees – The fees payable by applicant for a licence or frequency authorisation. 

Band – A range of frequencies. 

Bandwidth – The width of a frequency band (outside of which the mean power of the 
transmitted signal is attenuated at least 26 dB below the mean power of the transmitted 
signal within the band). 

Beacon – A station transmitting communications for the purposes of observation of 
propagation and reception or other related experimental activities. 

Broadcasting – The transmission intended for reception by the general public, either 
direct or relayed. 

Call sign – A series of unique letters and numbers assigned to a ship, shore station, or 
marine beacon, or to a person who has been granted a maritime mobile radio licence. 

Commission – The National Telecommunications Regulatory Commission, established 
under section 8 of the Act 

Coast Station – A station on land engaging in maritime mobile radio operations. 

Coastal waters – An area designated as such by the Administrator, and where this is not 
so designated, it means a distance of no more than 20 nautical miles from a safe refuge. 

COSPAS-SARSAT – A satellite system designed to provide distress alert and location 
data to assist search and rescue (SAR) operations, using spacecraft and ground facilities 
to detect and locate the signals of distress beacons. 

Digital Selective Calling – or DSC.  A synchronous system developed by the 
International Telecommunications Union, used to establish contact with a station or group 
of stations automatically by means of radio. 

Earth Station – A radio station located on, or within 50 km of, the Earth’s surface intended 
for communications with space stations or with other Earth stations by means of one or 
more objects in space. 
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ECTEL – Eastern Caribbean Telecommunications Authority, established under Article 2 of 
the “Treaty Establishing the Eastern Caribbean Telecommunications Authority”, and 
includes that Treaty, as amended from time to time. 

Emergency communications – communications that take place during situations where 
there is danger to lives and property. 

Emission designator – a mode of classifying the types of emissions, modulation and 
transmission characteristics of a transmitter.  The predominant format is that set by the 
International Telecommunications Union (ITU), and a guide to this format for emission 
designation has been supplied in Appendix A. 

EPIRB – Emergency Position Indicating Radiobeacon.  A station engaging in maritime 
mobile radio operations the emissions of which are intended to facilitate search and rescue 
operations. 

Exposed Waters – A term used in connection with the stability criteria and means any 
waters that are more than 20 nautical miles from a harbour or safe refuge, or those waters 
which are less than 20 nautical miles from a harbour or safe refuge and which are not 
designated as coastal or protected waters. 

FM – Abbreviation for frequency modulation. 

GMDSS – Global Maritime Distress and Safety System. An International Maritime 
Organisation (IMO) worldwide coordinated maritime distress system designed to provide 
the rapid transfer of distress messages from vessels in distress to units best suited for 
giving or coordinating assistance. 

Harmful interference – Any radiation or induction which endangers the functioning of 
radio navigation service or of a safety service or obstructs or repeatedly interrupts a radio 
service operating in accordance with the approved Table of Frequency Allocation and with 
the Telecommunications (Spectrum Management) Regulations, 2002. 

HF – High Frequency.  Refers to a band of frequencies that range from 3 MHz to 30 MHz. 

INMARSAT – Refers to equipment for global mobile satellite communications that is 
manufactured by Inmarsat plc in the United Kingdom 

Licence fees – Initial and annual fees that are payable by a maritime radio operator to the 
Inland Revenue Department. 

Maritime mobile radio – Radiocommunications between coast stations and ship stations, 
or between ship stations, or between associated on-board communication stations, which 
often uses simplex operations 
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Maritime Mobile Radio Licence – A document granting authorisation issued by the 
Minister to a maritime mobile radio operator that permits a maritime mobile radio operator 
to use and to be in possession of telecommunications equipment required to engage in 
maritime mobile radio operations. 

Maritime mobile radio operator – A person holding a maritime mobile radio licence 
permitting the operation of a maritime mobile radio station. 

Maritime Mobile Radio Station – A station licensed for maritime mobile radio operations, 
which includes the required equipment. 

Maritime mobile radio operations – Radiocommunications between coast stations and 
ship stations, or between ship stations, or between associated on-board communication 
stations. 

Maritime Mobile Repeater Station – A station on land at a fixed location established for 
the retransmission of signals to extend the range of communication of ship and coast 
stations. 

Maritime radiotelephony – Communications that allow two or more persons to talk by 
maritime mobile radio. 

MF – Medium Frequency.  Refers to a band of frequencies that range from 300 kHz to 3 
MHz. 

Minister – Minister responsible for Telecommunications. 

Mode – A type of radio communication.  Examples include Frequency Modulation (FM), 
Amplitude Modulation (AM) and Single Sideband (SSB). 

MMSI Number – Maritime Mobile Service Identity Number.  A series of nine digits which 
are transmitted over the radio path in order to uniquely identify ship stations, ship earth 
stations, coast stations, coast earth stations, and group calls 

PEP – Peak Envelope Power.  The average power supplied to the antenna transmission 
line by a transmitter during one RF cycle at the crest of the modulation envelope taken 
under normal operating conditions. 

RADAR – A radio device or system used to locate objects by means of range and 
direction. 

Radar beacon – A receiver-transmitter which, when triggered by a radar, automatically 
returns a distinctive signal which can appear on the display of the triggering radar, 
providing range, bearing and identification information. 
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Radio Log – a record of communications by maritime radio operators which can be in print 
or electronic format. 

Radio officer – Ships officer responsible for radio transmission and maintenance. 

Regulations – Refers to the Regulations that have been made under the 
Telecommunications Act, No 27 of 2000 in the jurisdiction of Saint Lucia. 

RF – Abbreviation for radio frequencies; a range of frequencies that can travel through 
space in the form of electromagnetic radiation. 

SART – Search and Rescue Transponder.  Electronic units which react to the emissions of 
X-band radars. Each time a SART detects a pulse from an X-band radar it transmits a 
signal which is displayed on the scre en of the radar which activated it. 

Ship – A vessel used in navigation and is not propelled by oars. 

Ship Log – the official log book maintained by ships and other maritime vessels. 

Ship Station – A mobile station capable of maritime mobile radio operations located on-
board a vessel which is not permanently moored (other than a survival craft station. 

Space station – A station located more than 50 km above the Earth’s surface. 

SSB – Single Side Band.  A common mode of voice operation on the maritime MF and HF 
bands, and is denoted by Upper Side Band (USB) and Lower Side Band (LSB). 

Telecommand – A one-way transmission to initiate, modify or terminate functions of a 
device at a distance. 

Telecommunications – Any form of transmission, emission or reception of signs, texts, 
images and sounds or other intelligence of any nature by wire, radio, optical or other 
electromagnetic means. 

Telemetry – A one-way transmission of measurements at a distance from the measuring 
instrument. 

Unwanted emissions – Spurious emissions and out-of-band emissions as defined in the 
Radio Regulations. 

Vessel – A watercraft used or capable of being used as transportation on water. 

VHF – Very High Frequency.  Refers to a band of frequencies that range from 30 MHz to 
300 MHz. 

VHF radio – A transceiver operating in the VHF spectrum. 
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5.0 Overview of the Maritime Communications System in Saint Lucia  

5.0.1 The following types of maritime radio communications equipment can be supported in 
Saint Lucia: 

(a) VHF and HF Radiotelephony; 

(b) Inmarsat; 

(c) Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRBs) 

(d) RADAR 

(e) SART 

 

5.1 VHF and HF Radiotelephony 

5.1.1 VHF and HF radiotelephony is the most fundamental form of maritime communication, 
which permits communication in identified bands of the radio frequency spectrum.  In 
addition to permitting communication between maritime radio operators, a ship is also able 
to communicate, as might be necessary, with  

• The Castries Signal Station, 

• The Vieux Fort Signal Station, and  

• The Marine Police. 

• Hess Oil Terminal 

5.1.2 Castries Signal Station:  This station is located at Vigie and is responsible for port control, 
and distress and safety.  It is a 24-hour manned station owned and operated by the Saint 
Lucia Air and Sea Ports Authority (SLASPA).  The station is able to support VHF 
radiotelephony and HF radiotelephony.  Table 5.1 summarises the watch, calling and 
traffic channels that are supported by Vigie Signal Station. 

Channel 16 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and non-
commercial calls 

Watch Channels 

 

2182 kHz (HF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and non-
commercial calls 
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Channel 16 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and non-
commercial calls 

Calling Channels 
for distress and 
safety 

2182 kHz (HF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and non-
commercial calls 

Channel 12 (VHF Radiotelephony) Operating Channels 

Channel 14 (VHF Radiotelephony) Operating Channels 

Traffic Channels 

No dedicated channel (HF 
Radiotelephony) 

Operating Channels 

Table 5.1:  Watch, Calling and Traffic Channels – Vigie Signal Station 

 

5.1.3 Vieux Fort Signal Station:  This station is located at Moule-à-Chique and is responsible for 
port control, and distress and safety.  It is a 24-hour manned station owned and operated 
by the Saint Lucia Air and Sea Ports Authority (SLASPA).  The station is able to support 
both VHF and HF radiotelephony.  Table 5.2 summarises the watch, calling and traffic 
channels that are supported by the Vieux Fort Signal Station. 

Channel 16 (VHF Radiotelephony)  Watch Channels 

2182 kHz (HF Radiotelephony)  

Channel 16 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress and safety and non-
commercial calls 

Calling Channels 
for distress and 
safety 

2182 kHz (HF Radiotelephony)  

Channel 12 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and public 
correspondence 

Channel 14 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and public 
correspondence 

Traffic Channels 

No dedicated channel (HF 
Radiotelephony) 

 

Table 5.2:  Watch, Calling and Traffic Channels – Vieux Fort Signal Station 
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5.1.4 Marine Police:  The Marine Police or Coast Guard is responsible for distress and safety, 
and general maritime surveillance.  It is a 24-hour manned station owned and operated by 
the Marine Unit of the Royal Saint Lucia Police Force, and is able to support both VHF and 
HF radiotelephony.  Table 5.3 summarises the watch, calling and traffic channels used by 
the Marine Police. 

Channel 16 (VHF Radiotelephony)  

Channel 79 (VHF Radiotelephony)  

Watch Channels 

 

2182 kHz (HF Radiotelephony)  

Channel 16 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress and safety and non-
commercial calls 

Channel 79 (VHF Radiotelephony)  

Calling Channels 
for distress and 
safety 

2182 kHz (HF Radiotelephony)  

Channel 12 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and public 
correspondence 

Channel 14 (VHF Radiotelephony) Distress, safety and public 
correspondence 

Channel 79 (VHF Radiotelephony)  

Traffic Channels 

7850 MHz (HF Radiotelephony)  

Table 5.3:  Watch, Calling and Traffic Channels – Marine Police 

 

5.1.5 Hess Oil Terminal:  The Hess Oil Terminal is located in the Cul-de-Sac valley, south of the 
Castries harbour entrance.  It is a 24-hour manned station owned and operated by Hess 
Oil Saint Lucia Limited.  All vessels entering the Cul-de-Sac Bay, including those less that 
100 tonnes, must first inform Hess Oil Terminal via Channel 9 to obtain clearance before 
entering or departing the Bay area.  Table 5.4 presents the watch channels used by the 
Hess Oil Terminal. 
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Watch Channel Channel  9 (VHF Radiotelephony) Vessel Traffic Operations 

Table 5.4:  Watch, Calling and Traffic Channels – Hess Oil Terminal 

 

5.2 Inmarsat 

5.2.1 Inmarsat plc provides global mobile phone, fax and data communications through a matrix 
of geostationary satellites, which is supported by a network of land earth stations (LESs).   
A call from an Inmarsat mobile terminal goes directly to the satellite overhead, which 
routes it back down to an LES. From there the call passes into the public phone network 
for connection to homes or offices.  

5.2.2 The Inmarsat C offers a solution for ship security and safety through a two-way packet 
data service, which has been approved for use under the Global Maritime Distress Safety 
System (GMDSS) and meets the requirement for the Ship Security Alert System. 

 

5.3 Emergency Position Indicating Radiobeacons (EPIRBs) 

5.3.1 Emergency Position Indicating Radiobeacons (EPIRBs) are designed to operate with 
satellites.  The most popular types operate on 406MHz and have been designated for use 
only for distress.   They provide the location of a ship to an accuracy of 2 – 5 km, and are 
able to identify a vessel anywhere in the world, once the EPIRB has been appropriately 
registered. 

5.3.2 COSPAS-SARSAT is an international satellite-based search and rescue system 
established by the United States of America, Russia, Canada and France to locate 
emergency radio beacons transmitting on the frequencies 121.5, 243 and 406 MHz.  The 
system includes Low-altitude Earth Orbit (LEO) satellites, which form the LEOSAR 
System, and Geostationary Earth Orbit (GEO) satellites, which form the GEOSAR System.  
Distress alerts are detected by those satellite systems and are transmitted to ground 
stations, also known as Local User Terminals (LUTs), which in turn will initiate search and 
rescue operations. 

5.3.3 EPIRBs that have Digital Selective Calling (DSC) allows vessels to instantly send an 
automatically formatted distress alert or to receive distress, urgency, safety and routine 
radiotelephone calls from any similarly equipped vessel or coast station.  VHF Channel 70 
(156.525 MHz) is used for distress, urgency and safety, which is specified by GMDSS. 
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5.4 RADAR 

5.4.1 Racons, radar beacons, radar responders, or radar transponder beacons, are 
receiver/transmitter transponder devices used as a navigation aid, identifying landmarks or 
buoys on a shipboard marine radar display.  Radars operate over the frequency range 
9300-9500 MHz marine radar band (X-band) and in the 2900-3100 MHz marine radar 
band (S-band).   Their range is approximately line -of-sight range, normally over 15 nautical 
miles, although actual range depends upon a number of factors, including mounting height, 
atmospheric conditions, and the receiver sensitivity setting. 

 

5.5 SART 

5.5.1 Search and Rescue Transponders (SARTs) are electronic units which react to the 
emissions of X-band radars. Each time a SART detects a pulse from an X-band radar, it 
transmits a signal which is displayed on the screen of the radar which activated it. 

 

 

6.0 The Division of Maritime Affairs 

6.0.1 The Division of Maritime Affairs (“the Division”) was officially established in 2000 following 
an amendment to the St. Lucia Air and Sea Ports Authority Act No. 10 of 1983 and the 
Shipping Act No.11 of 1994. The primary objective of those amendments was to allow for 
the administration of the Shipping Act.   

6.0.2 The Division, being the lead agency in the country for maritime matters, has the 
responsibility of representing the interests of Saint Lucia on maritime matters. The Division 
serves as the national focal point to the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and is 
also responsible for ensuring the State's obligations in respect of the maritime conventions 
to which St. Lucia is a party, are fulfilled. 

 

6.1 Objectives of the Division of Maritime Affairs 

6.1.1 The main objectives of the Division can be summarized as follows- 

• assisting in the development of a modern maritime sector for Saint Lucia; 
• ensuring the safety and security of shipping, and the prevention and control of 

pollution in the waters of Saint Lucia; and 
• ensuring the safety and security of Saint Lucian ships worldwide. 
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6.2 Functions and Responsibilities of the Division of Maritime Affairs 

6.2.1 The Shipping Act empowers the Division of Maritime Affairs to carry out functions and to 
have responsib ility for matters including the following:  

(a) registration and licensing of ships; 
(b) manning of ships - examination and certification of seafarers;  
(c) registration of seafarers and the conditions of their employment on board ships; 
(d) inspection, survey and certification of ships;  
(e) safe carriage and handling of dangerous goods and cargoes;  
(f) conduct of Port State Control inspections; 
(g) detention of unsafe or unseaworthy ships ; 
(h) investigation of shipping casualties; and  
(i) direction and supervision of matters relating to wreck and salvage. 

 

 

7.0 The Role of the Commission 

7.0.1 The National Telecommunications Regulatory Commission was established under the 
Telecommunications Act 2000 to regulate the telecommunications sector in Saint Lucia.  
Based on the functions of the Commission as stipulated in section 12 of the Act, and 
pertinent to the maritime sector, the Commission is required to1  

(i) be responsible for technical regulation and the setting of technical standards of 
telecommunications and ensure compatibility with international standards; 

(ii) plan, supervise and manage the use of the radio frequency spectrum in 
conjunction with ECTEL, including the assignment and registration of radio 
frequencies to be used by all stations operating in Saint Lucia or on any ship, 
aircraft or other floating or airborne contrivance or spacecraft registered in Saint 
Lucia; 

(iii) Receive and review applications for licences and advise the Minister accordingly; 

(iv) Monitor and ensure that licensees comply with the conditions attached to their 
licences; and 

                                                 

1 See subsections 12(1)(c), 12(1)(d), 12(1)(h), 12(1)(i), 12(1)(n) 
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(v) Maintain a register of licensees and frequency authorisation holders. 

7.0.2 Reference is also made to section 29, subsections (1) and (2), which stipulate that “[a] 
person shall not establish or operate a telecommunications network or provide a 
telecommunications service without a licence”, and “[w]here a frequency authorisation is 
necessary for or in relation to the operation of a telecommunications network or a 
telecommunications service, a person shall not operate that network or service without that 
authorisation”.  An obligation therefore exists to ensure that one is appropriately licensed 
and has frequency authorisation when necessary, since contravention of the above-stated 
subsections results in an indictable offence, which carries a fine not exceeding one million 
dollars (EC$ 1,000,000.00) or imprisonment for a period not exceeding ten (10) years. 

7.0.3 The Commission is therefore keen that persons comply with the telecommunications 
legislation.  The Act does not apply to programme content and scheduling, and so the 
Commission has no jurisdiction in respect of the information conveyed via 
telecommunications networks and operations.  In sum, the Commission’s responsibility is 
to ensure that the legal and technical requirements for the establishment of 
telecommunications networks and the provision of telecommunications services are 
satisfied. 

 

 

8.0 Equipment Requirements for Vessels Registered in Saint Lucia 

8.0.1 Table 8.1 below specifies the types of radio communication equipment that should be fitted 
in the various classes of vessels, in keeping with regional and international conventions, 
and as guided by the Division of Maritime Affairs.  

Type of Equipment Class of Vessel 

VHF Transceiver  • All vessels. 

EPIRB operating with the polar orbiting satellite 
service in the 406MHz band or geostationary 
satellites in the 1.6 GHz band. 

• Vessels operating in exposed waters or 
international voyages certified to carry 
over 12 passengers; 

• Cargo ships; 

• Vessels over 300 gross tonnes. 

EPIRB with a Digital Selective Calling on VHF 
channel 70 and radar transponder in the 9 GHz 
band, for distress alert for voyages within A1. 

• Cargo ships of less than 300 gross 
tonnes. 
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INMARSAT C • Vessels certified to operate in exposed 
waters. 

RADAR  • Passenger vessels with greater than 50 
passengers operating in coastal and 
exposed waters; 

• Cargo vessels to which the SOLAS 
convention applies. 

SART • Passenger vessels certified to operate 
in exposed waters or international 
voyages. 

AIS • Passenger vessels on international 
voyages ; 

• Cargo vessels to which the SOLAS 
convention applies. 

Table 8.1:  Equipment Requirements for Vessels Registered in Saint Lucia 

 

8.1 Points to Note on Equipment Requirements 

8.1.1 All vessels – fishing, pleasure, private and commercial – operating within the coastal 
waters of Saint Lucia are required to carry on board an approved means of 
communications. 

8.1.2 The fisheries and maritime regulations stipulate that vessels must be fitted with at least 
one VHF transceiver.  

8.1.3 Safety inspections are conducted on all small commercial vessels annually following which 
a licence to operate is issued.  These inspections would include a visual inspection and 
test of onboard communication equipment, which will be carried out by persons duly 
authorised by the Division of Maritime Affairs. 

8.1.4 Vessels over 24 meters are required to have a valid Ship Radio Safety Certificate. The 
absence of a Ship Radio Safety Certificate, which could be due but not limited to the 
expiration of a licence, non-functional equipment and uncertified officers, can constitute a 
vessel being deemed unseaworthy.  

8.1.5 Owners, charters, operators of Saint Lucian vessels are required to obtain a licence from 
the National Telecommunications Regulatory Commission to carry onboard communication 
equipment as required under the Telecommunications Act.  
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8.1.6 Individuals who are expected to operate onboard maritime communications equipment will 
be required to obtain the requisite training and certification.  

8.1.7 Vessels fitted with HF and MF communications equipment must have at least  
one (1) officer who is certified to operate that equipment. 

8.1.8 A vessel can be exempted by the Division of Maritime Affairs from meeting the full carriage 
requirements, when the area of operation, trading activity, and/or pattern of the vessel are 
considered. 

 

 

9.0 Frequency Allocations for Maritime Communications  

9.0.1 There are a number of bands and frequencies that have been allocated for maritime 
mobile radio communications, the use of which is dependent on the type of equipment.  
The following sections identify the frequencies in the VHF band that have been allocated 
for maritime communications, and which is the most frequently used band.  

9.0.2 Appendix A identifies the frequencies in the MF, HF and UHF bands that have been 
allocated for maritime radio communications. 

 

9.1 VHF Maritime Frequencies 

9.1.1 Table 9.1 presents the international frequency allocations for maritime radio operations in 
the VHF Band.  The local assignment of channels in the VHF maritime band is given in 
Appendix B. 

9.1.2 It should be noted that the channel designators on the left (01 – 28) were the original/initial 
channels, whilst those on the right (60 – 88) were subsequently introduced.  Second, the 
channel designators, AIS 1 and AIS 2, are for the Automatic Identification System (AIS) 
Transponder, which is a shipboard broadcast system that acts like a transponder and 
operates in the VHF maritime band.  It provides neighbouring ships and search and rescue 
operations with information on a vessel, which could include its name, course and speed, 
classification, call sign, registration number, and Maritime Mobile Service Identity. 
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Transmitting 
Frequencies (MHz) 

Port Operations and 
Ship Movement Channel 

Designator Ship 
Stations  

Coast 
Stations  

Intership 
Single 

frequency  
Two 

frequency  

Public 
correspondence 

60  156.025  160.625      x  x  
01 156.050  160.650      x  x  

61  156.075  160.675      x  x  
02 156.100  160.700      x  x  

62  156.125  160.725      x  x  
03 156.150  160.750      x  x  

63  156.175  160.775      x  x  
04 156.200  160.800      x  x  

64  156.225  160.825      x  x  
05 156.250  160.850      x  x  

65  156.275  160.875      x  x  
06 156.300    x        

66  156.325  160.925      x  x  
07 156.350  160.950      x  x  

67  156.375  156.375  x  x      
08 156.400    x        

68  156.425  156.425    x      
09 156.450  156.450  x  x      

69  156.475  156.475  x  x      
10 156.500  156.500  x  x      

70  156.525  156.525  Digital selective calling for distress, safety and calling  
11 156.550  156.550    x      

71  156.575  156.575    x      
12 156.600  156.600    x      

72  156.625     x        
13 156.650  156.650  x  x      

73  156.675  156.675  x  x      
14 156.700  156.700    x      

74  156.725  156.725    x      
15 156.750  156.750  x  x      

75  156.775      x      
16 156.800  156.800  DISTRESS, SAFETY AND CALLING  

76  156.825      x      
17 156.850  156.850  x  x      

77  156.875    x        
18 156.900  161.500    x  x  x  

78  156.925  161.525      x  x  
19 156.950  161.550      x  x  

79  156.975  161.575      x  x  
20 157.000  161.600      x  x  

80  157.025  161.625      x  x  
21 157.050  161.650      x  x  

81  157.075  161.675      x  x  
22 157.100  161.700      x  x  

82  157.125  161.725    x  x  x  



DRAFT 

Public Consultation Document, LCD/JN07.008 21 

Transmitting 
Frequencies (MHz) 

Port Operations and 
Ship Movement Channel 

Designator Ship 
Stations  

Coast 
Stations  

Intership 
Single 

frequency  
Two 

frequency  

Public 
correspondence 

23 157.150  161.750      x  x  
83  157.175  161.775    x  x  x  

24 157.200  161.800      x  x  
84  157.225  161.825    x  x  x  

25 157.250  161.850      x  x  
85  157.275  161.875    x  x  x  

26 157.300  161.900      x  x  
86  157.325  161.925    x  x  x  

27 157.350  161.950      x  x  
87  157.375      x      

28 157.400  162.000      x  x  
88  157.425      x      

AIS 1 161.975  161.975          
AIS 2 162.025  162.025          

Table 9.1: International VHF Marine Radio Channels and Frequencies 

 

 

 

10.0 Call Signs 

10.0.1 Call signs will be issued to vessels fitted with HF and MF equipment and to vessels 
operating on international voyages.  Small commercial vessels are not required to be 
issued with a radio call sign.  All such vessels are usually identified by the name of the 
vessel.  

 

10.1 Format of Call Signs 

10.1.1 The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) has prescribed a number of call signs 
formats for maritime communications, which have been described in Article 19, 
Identification of Stations.   

10.1.2 Ship stations: (i) two characters and two letters, or two characters, two letters and one 
digit (other than the digits 0 or 1). 

(ii) However, ship stations employing only radiotelephony may also use a call sign 
consisting of: 

– two characters (provided that the second is a letter) followed by four digits (other 
than the digits 0 or 1 in cases where they immediately follow a letter), or 
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– two characters and one letter followed by four digits (other than the digits 0 or 1 
in cases where they immediately follow a letter). 

10.1.3 Ship survival craft stations:  The call sign of the parent ship followed by two digits (other 
than the digits 0 or 1 in cases where they immediately follow a letter). 

10.1.4 EPIRB stations:  The Morse letter B and/or the call sign of the parent ship to which the 
radiobeacon belongs. 

10.1.5 Coast stations:  The call sign format for coast stations is that recommended for ‘land and 
fixed stations” – two characters and one letter, or two characters and one letter followed by 
not more than three digits (other than the digits 0 and 1 in cases where they immediately 
follow a letter). 

10.1.6 However, it is recommended that, as far as possible, the call signs of fixed stations consist 
of two characters and one letter followed by two digits (other than the digits 0 and 1 in 
cases where they immediately follow a letter). 

 

10.2 Creation of Call Signs 

10.2.1 The call signs recommended by the Commission will be based on above stated formats, 
as stipulated by the ITU.  In so far as it is possible the call signs will include the country 
prefix for Saint Lucia, J6.  Hence, based on the call sign descriptions described in the 
previous subsection, the call sign formats that will be used in Saint Lucia, have been 
summarised in Table 10.1. 

Type of station Permitted Formations Notes 

Ship station J6AA – J6ZZ 

J6AA2 – J6ZZ2 

 

Ship station XL2000 – XL9999 

J6A2000 – J6Z9999 

L – Second character, provided it is a 
letter 

Ship survival craft 
station 

P00 – P992 

P20 – P993 

P - The call sign of the parent ship  

EPIRB station B B – Morse letter B 

                                                 

2 This format would be used when the last character of P is a digit.  
3 This format would be used when the last character of P is a letter. 
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P 

BP 

P -  Call sign of the parent ship 

Coast (land and 
fixed) station 

J6A – J6Z 

J6XA2 – J6Z9 

J6A20 – J6Z99 

J6A200 – J6Z999 

 

Table 10.1:  Approved Call Sign Formats 

 

 

11.0 The Maritime Mobile Radio Licence  

11.0.1 The Maritime Mobile Radio Licence issued under the Telecommunications Act 2000, is a 
station licence.  It permits an entity to use telecommunications equipment for the purpose 
of engaging in maritime radio communications.  However, when necessary, the Division of 
Maritime Affairs may require prospective operators to be trained, certified and/or 
authorised to use the maritime radio equipment.4   

11.0.2 The Maritime Mobile Radio Licence is a generic licence that can be issued to all land-
based entities and persons that need to engage in maritime communications.  Those 
entities would have some discretion as to the equipment that they may possess, which 
would primarily operate in the MF, HF and VHF marine bands.  

11.0.3 A Maritime Mobile Radio Licence will be valid for the period prescribed by the Minister, 
unless otherwise revoked.  However annual verification by the Division of Maritime Affairs 
will be required, which could be conducted during vessel inspections.  

11.0.4 Eligibility:  Noting from the earlier sections that maritime radio has critical functions as it 
pertains to communication between vessels, port control, distress and safety calling, it is 
prudent to limit types of persons who would be eligible to apply for a maritime mobile radio 
licence. The following entities would be permitted to apply for maritime mobile radio 
licences: 

(i) Owners, charters, operators of ships 

(ii) Shipping companies/agents 

(iii) Port facility operations and operators 

                                                 

4 Details of that requirement can be obtained from the Division of Maritime Affairs. 
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11.0.5 Requirements:  To be considered for a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence, the applicant must  

(i) produce evidence that he/she/it satisfies the eligibility requirements stated above.    
For example, land-based organisations, should provide evidence of registration 
which identifies shipping or maritime matters as one of its objects, or in respect of 
persons applying for a licence, there should be confirmation of an association with 
a vessel or land-based shipping/maritime organistion, for which the use and 
operation of maritime equipment is required, and  

(ii) complete and submit the requisite application form, fees and supporting 
documents to the Commission. 

 

 

12.0 Ship Station Radio Licence 

12.0.1 In contrast, the Ship Station Radio Licence would be issued to all ships/vessels, with the 
equipment requirements as specified in Section 8.0, or as required by the Division of 
Maritime Affairs.  This licence must first be obtained through the Commission before a 
Ship Safety Certificate is issued by the Division of Maritime Affairs.  

12.0.2 Eligibility:   The following entities would be permitted to apply for ship station radio 
licences: 

(i) Owners, charters, operators of ships 

(ii) Shipping companies/agents 

(iii) Port Facility Operators 

12.0.3 Requirements:  To be considered for a Ship Station Radio Licence, the applicant must  

(i) provide evidence that he/she is either in the process of registering , or has 
successfully registered a Saint Lucian vessel in keeping with the provisions of the 
Shipping Act of 1994. 

(ii) complete and submit the requisite application form, fees and supporting 
documents to the Commission. 

 

 

13.0 Application Process 
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13.1 Application for a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence (Land Base Station) 

13.1.1 An application for a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence shall be submitted to the Commission, 
at its office in the Global Tile Building, Bois d’Orange, Gros Islet, and shall be: 

(i) in the prescribed form in triplicate and with original signatures, and contain such 
information and particulars as specified in the form, which found in the Appendix C 
of this document and on the NTRC web site, www.ntrc.org.lc,   

(ii) accompanied by the prescribed application fee found in the Telecommunications 
(Fees) Regulation 2002, and 

(iii) accompanied by evidence that he/she/it satisfies the eligibility requirements, as 
stated in Section 11. 

13.1.2 Upon receipt of the application, the Commission will: 

(i) Issue a receipt in respect of the application fees paid; 

(ii) Acknowledge receipt of the application; 

(iii) Liaise (when necessary) with the relevant national agencies to determine the 
validity of the applicant’s operations; 

(iv) Conduct a preliminary review of the application to ensure that all sections of the 
application have been completed and that all stated supporting documents have 
been supplied.  If the application is deemed complete, it shall initiate its formal 
review process; 

(v) If omissions have been identified in the application as submitted, notify the 
applicant and specify a deadline to supply outstanding information; 

(vi) When the deadline has for submitting the outstanding information has lapsed, 
promptly initiate its review procedure. 

 

13.2 Application for a Ship Station Radio Licence 

13.2.1 An application for a Ship Station Radio Licence shall be submitted to the Commission, at 
its office in the Global Tile Building, Bois d’Orange, Gros Islet, and shall be 

(i) in the prescribed form in triplicate and with original signatures, and contain such 
information and particulars as specified in the form, which found in the Appendix C 
of this document and on the NTRC web site, www.ntrc.org.lc,  

(ii) endorsed by the Division of Maritime Affairs, that the vessel is either duly 
registered or in the process of being registered in Saint Lucia, and  
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(iii) accompanied by the prescribed application fee found in the Telecommunications 
(Fees) Regulations 2002. 

13.2.2 Upon receipt of the application, the Commission shall: 

(i) Issue a receipt in respect of the application fees paid; 

(ii) Acknowledge receipt of the application; 

(iii) Conduct a preliminary review of the application to ensure that all sections of the 
application have been completed and that all stated supporting documents have 
been supplied.  If the application is deemed complete, it shall initiate its formal 
review process; 

(iv) If omissions have been identified in the application as submitted, notify the 
applicant and specify a deadline to supply outstanding information; 

(v) When the deadline has for submitting the outstanding information has lapsed, 
promptly initiate its review procedure. 

 

 

14.0 Assessment of Applications by the Commission 

14.0.1 The Commission will assess the application and when necessary, it might request 
additional information from the applicant in order to complete its review of the application. 

14.0.2 In reviewing applications for a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence or Ship Station Radio 
Licence, the Commission will ensure that in addition to receiving all stated supporting 
documents, the required technical content and equipme nt listings have been provided. 

14.0.3 Upon completion of its evaluation and ratification of its decision, the Commission will 
forward to the Minister its recommendation on whether or not the applicant should be 
awarded a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence or a Ship Station Radio Licence. 

 

 

15.0 Licensing Process 

15.0.1 As prescribed by the Act, the Minister shall decide whether or not to grant a licence to the 
applicant and shall notify the applicant of that decision within 90 days of receipt of the 
application.  
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15.1 Minister Decides to Grant Licence 

15.1.1 Upon notification that the Minister has decided to grant a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence or 
a Ship Station Radio Licence, the prospective licensee must make arrangements: 

(a) to pay the licence fee, and  

(b) to arrange with the Minister’s office for the release of the licence. 

 

15.2 Minister Decides Not to Grant Licence 

15.2.1 In the event that the Minister decides not to grant a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence, this 
does not preclude a person from re -applying for that licence at a later date. 

 

15.3 Licence Document 

15.3.1 As prescribed under the Act, there are a number of compulsory and optional provisions 
that a licence must/may contain.  The licence will also detail the operating parameters 
pertinent to the licence, including the privileges and obligations on the licensee as a 
maritime mobile radio  operator, or as the holder of a Ship Station Radio Licence. 

 

 

16.0 Fees 

16.0.1 The main fees associated with maritime radio operations have been prescribed under the 
Telecommunications (Fees) Regulations, 2002.5  They include  

(a) application fees6, 

(b) licence fees7, and  

16.0.2 Application fees are payable to the Commission upon submission of an Application for a 
Maritime Mobile Radio Licence, or a Ship Station Radio Licence. 

16.0.3 Licence fees are payable to the Inland Revenue Department on the grant of a Maritime 
Mobile Radio Licence or a Ship Station Radio Licence by the Minister and subsequently on 
the anniversary date for the duration of the licence. 

                                                 

5 Notwithstanding the fees stated, maritime radio operators might be required to make other payments.  These shall be 
instituted either when the need arises or on a case by case basis. 

6 Presently set at EC$ 200.00, per application. 
7 Which is dependent on the type equipment for which a telecommunications licence is needed and their quantity. 
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17.0 Renewal of Maritime Mobile Radio or Ship Station Radio Licences 

17.0.1 Renewal of a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence or a Ship Station Radio Licence will become 
necessary when the term of an existing licence is about to expire. 

17.0.2 The Commission may notify the licensee of the pending expiration date and provide 
guidance as to the process for renewal of the licence.  The licensee should be begin the 
renewal process at least one (1) month before the expiration date of his or her existing 
licence by submitting all prescribed forms and supporting documents. 

17.0.3 The Commission shall review the application for renewal of a licence and shall make its 
recommendation to the Minister as to whether or not the Maritime Mobile Radio  Licence, or 
the Ship Station Radio Licence, should or should not be renewed. 

 

 

18.0 Termination of a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence or Ship Station Radio 
Licences 

18.0.1 A Maritime Mobile Radio Licence or a Ship Station Radio Licence, which are licences 
granted under the Telecommunications Act, can be terminated by the Minister for a 
number of reasons.  It can be terminated when a Licensee is in breach of the Licence (e.g. 
for non-payment of licence fees), or of the Act or Regulations.  Under less severe 
circumstances, the Minister may decide to suspend a licence for a specified period of time. 

18.0.2 When a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence or a Ship Station Radio Licence has been 
terminated, the former licensee is not permitted to use maritime radio equipment.  In the 
case where a licence has been suspended, it is usually the operations that are barred for 
the time frame specified. 

 

 

19.0 Lost, Misplaced and Stolen Licences or Equipment 

19.0.1 Any incident involving the lost or theft of a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence, a Ship Station 
Radio Licence, and/or maritime radio equipment, must be immediately reported to the 
nearest Police Station and to the Commission at the earliest opportunity. 
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19.0.2 For the lost or theft of a Maritime Mobile  Radio Licence or a Ship Station Radio Licence, 
the report to the Commission should include the following information: 

(i) The name of the maritime radio operator or person making the report; 

(ii) The call sign of the maritime radio station or ship radio station; 

(iii) The date when the licence was lost or stolen, or realised to have been lost or 
stolen 

19.0.3 For the lost and theft of equipment, the report to the Commission shall include the 
following information: 

(i) The name of the maritime radio operator or person making the report; 

(ii) The call sign of the maritime radio station or the ship radio station; 

(iii) The date when the equipment was stolen or lost, or realised to have been lost or 
stolen; 

(iv) The make, model/type of the equipment stolen; 

(v) The serial number of the equipment stolen; and 

(vi) A description of the equipment stolen; 

19.0.4 In both instances, the maritime radio operator or the person lodging the report would be 
required make a declaration in respect of the truthfulness of the report and to affirm that 
the efforts have been made to find or secure the return of the licence or equipment has 
been unsuccessful. 

 

 

20.0 Examination and Testing 

20.0.1 Shipping agents or other shore base establishments, must have on staff at least one (1) 
individual trained in the use of the maritime communications equipment.  The same 
obtains for ships/vessels. Equipment operators will be required to secure the requisite 
training and certification based on the class of equipment they operate. 

20.0.2 Training can be obtained from a recognised training institute or agency.  A shore-based 
establishment can be exempted from this requirement by the Division of Maritime Affairs. 
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21.0 Terminal Equipment 

21.0.1 Under r. 4(1) of the Telecommunications (Terminal Equipment and Public Network) 
Regulations, 2002, “A person shall not install, sell for use or use any item of equipment in 
Saint Lucia, unless the Commission grants a certificate of type approval in respect of that 
type of equipment.”  Based on r. 4(2), maritime radio operators would be required to 
ensure that the following equipment has been type approved by the Commission: 

(i) wireless remote devices;  r. 4(2)(g) 

(ii) radio receivers; r. 4(2)(j) 

(iii) radio transmitters;  r. 4(2)(k) 

(iv) satellite earth stations;  r. 4(2)(l) 

(v) other equipment emitting a radio signal.  r. 4(2)(p) 

 

 

22.0 Harmful Interference 

22.0.1 Under the Telecommunications (Spectrum Management) Regulations, 2002, ‘harmful 
interference’ is defined as “… any means of radiation or induction which endangers the 
functioning of a radio navigation service or of a safety service or obstructs or repeatedly 
interrupts a radio service8 operating in accordance with the Table of Frequency Allocations 
and these Regulations”.  Under these Regulations and upon receipt of a complaint of 
harmful interference, the Commission may issue a directive suspending the operation of a 
station on that particular frequency for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days pending 
investigation of the complaint.  It should be noted that these Regulations apply to maritime 
radio operators, which can be invoked by maritime radio operators should they be the 
victim of harmful interference, or can be applied against maritime radio operators should 
their stations be the alleged source of harmful interference 

 

 

                                                 

8 “radio service” means an administrative subdivision of the field of radio communications, as for example mobile 
service and fixed services;” – Telecommunications (Spectrum Management) Regulations, 2002. 
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23.0 Basic Operating Practices 

23.0.1 This section provides basic guidelines for maritime radio communications via maritime 
radiotelephony, with special emphasis given to distress communications.  The guidelines 
are based on internationally accepted rules and practices for maritime radio 
communications, such as those documented in the ITU Radio Regulations (2004), and the 
ITU Recommendation on Radiotelephony Procedures in the Maritime Mobile Service. 

23.0.2 The Phonetic Alphabet has been provided in Appendix D. 

23.0.3 These guidelines are by no means complete.  Operators are strongly encouraged to 
access and make use of training and other learning resources on maritime 
communications and safety that widely available. 

 

 

23.1 Procedures Specific to Saint Lucia 

23.1.1 Vessels or ships calling into a port in Saint Lucia are encouraged to establish radio contact 
with the local maritime traffic control centres, such as the Vigie Signal Station or the 
Moule-à-Chique Signal Station. 

23.1.2 Vessels calling into the port of Cul-de-Sac are required to establish contact with Hess Oil 
St. Lucia Limited on Channel 9.  Vessels must first receive clearance from the Hess Oil 
Terminal prior to entry into the Cul de Sac Bay. 

23.1.3 Yachts and pleasure crafts should also inform signal stations and/or local marinas prior to 
entry or exit. 

23.1.4 All vessels crossing the entrance of Port Castries must notify the Vigie Signal Station prior 
to transiting the area. 

 

23.2 Maritime Radiotelephony Calling  

23.2.1 As a general rule, it rests with the ship station to establish communication with the coast 
station.  For this purpose the ship station may call the coastal station only when it comes 
within the service area of the latter. 

23.2.2 A ship station wishing to contact another station must first select a frequency or channel 
being monitored by that station. 

23.2.3 Before transmitting, the operator should listen for a period long enough to ensure that 
harmful interference will not be caused to communications already in progress. 
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23.3 Calling Procedures 

23.3.1 The call consists of: 

(i) The call sign or other identification of the station called, not more than three times; 

(ii) The words THIS IS (or DE spoken as DELTA ECHO in the case of language 
difficulties); 

(iii) The call sign or other identification of the calling station, not more than three times 

23.3.2 However in the bands between 156 MHz and 174 MHz when the conditions for 
establishing contact are good, the call can be modified as follows: 

(i) The call sign of the station called, once; 

(ii) The words THIS IS (or DE spoken as DELTA ECHO in the case of language 
difficulties); 

(iii) The call sign or other identification of the calling station, twice. 

23.3.3 The call should immediately be followed with the purpose of the call; the working frequency 
that is suggested for the exchange of messages; and the word “OVER”, which is an 
invitation for the other station to respond. 

 

23.4 Replying To Calls 

23.4.1 The reply to calls consists of 

(i) The call sign or other identification of the station called, not more than three times; 

(ii) The words THIS IS (or DE spoken as DELTA ECHO in the case of language 
difficulties); 

(iii) The call sign or other identification of the calling station, not more than three times 

23.4.2 The reply should immediately be followed by an indication that the replying station will also 
change to the working frequency suggested by the calling station. 

23.4.3 At this point, both stations should adjust their radio equipment to communicate on the 
agreed working frequency (or frequencies) and, after making sure that the frequency (or 
frequencies) is not occupied by other stations, re -establish communications. 

23.4.4 It is normal practice for the station which made the initial call on the calling frequency to 
also make the initial call on the working frequency.  Once communications have been re-
established, the exchange of messages may proceed. 
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23.5 End of Exchange 

23.5.1 The end of the exchange of radiotelephony messages on the working frequency should be 
indicated by both stations by adding the word “OUT”. 

23.5.2 Both stations should then resume mo nitoring of the appropriate distress and calling 
frequencies. 

 

23.6 Distress Communications 

23.6.1 A distress call is a broadcast to any stations.  The transmission of a distress alert indicates 
that a ship, or other vessel or a person is threatened by grave and imminent danger and 
requests immediate assistance.   

23.6.2 A distress call has absolute priority over all other transmissions.  All stations which hear a 
distress call must immediately cease all transmissions capable of interfering with distress 
communications, and must continue to listen on the frequency on which the distress call 
was received. 

23.6.3 The obligation to accept distress calls and messages is absolute and must be accepted 
with priority over all other radiocommunications. 

 

23.7 The Distress Call and Message (Maritime Radiotelephony) 

23.7.1 The first indicator of a distress call is use of the word “MAYDAY”, the distress signal, which 
must not be used under any other circumstance. 

23.7.2 The radiotelephone distress call consists of  

(i) The distress signal MAYDAY, spoken three (3) times 

(ii) The words THIS IS (or DE spoken DELTA ECHO in the case of language 
difficulties) 

(iii) The name and call sign of the vessel in distress, spoken three (3) times. 

23.7.3 The distress message consists of: 

(i) The distress signal MAYDAY; 

(ii) The name and call sign of the vessel in distress; 

(iii) Particulars of its position; 
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(iv) The nature of the distress and the kind of assistance desired; 

(v) Any other information which may facilitate rescue. 

23.7.4 The distress call and message may be repeated as often as necessary, especially during 
silence periods, until an answer is received. 

23.7.5 If no answer is received on distress frequencies, the message should be repeated on any 
other available frequency where attention might be attracted. 

 

23.8 Distress Position Information 

23.8.1 The position information in a distress message should normally be stated in one of three 
ways: 

(i) Latitude and longitude (degrees and minutes and decimal points of a minute if 
necessary, North or South, East or West); or 

(ii) True bearing and distance (the unit of distance should always be specified, for 
example, nautical miles or kilometres) from a known geographical point; or 

(iii) A precise geographical location. 

23.8.2 When latitude and longitude are not used, care must be taken to ensure that the position 
given cannot be confused with any other place or geographical point. 

23.8.3 If afloat and drifting, the rate and direction of drift could be stated in the distress message. 

 

23.9 Acknowledgement of Receipt of a Distress Message 

23.9.1 Acknowledgement of receipt of a distress message is made in the following way: 

(i) The distress signal MAYDAY; 

(ii) The name and call sign of the station sending the distress message, spoken three 
(3) times; 

(iii) The words THIS IS (or DE spoken as Delta Echo in case of language difficulties); 

(iv) The name and call sign of the station acknowledging receipt, and spoken three (3) 
times; 

(v) The words RECEIVED (or ROMEO ROMEO ROMEO, in the case of language 
difficulties); 

(vi) The distress signal MAYDAY. 
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To be inserted: 

 

 

MF, HF and UHF Frequencies used for Maritime Communications 
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Local Channel Assignments in the VHF Maritime Radio Band 

 

Channel 
Designator 

Ship 
Stations /MHz 

Coast 
Stations /MHz Use 

01A 156.050 156.050 Port Operations and Commercial 

05A 156.250 156.250 Port Operations 

06 156.300 156.300 Intership Safety 

07A 156.350 156.350 Commercial 

08 156.400 156.400 Commercial (Intership only) 

09 156.450 156.450  Hess Oil Terminal – Vessel Traffic Control 

10 156.500 156.500 Commercial 

11 156.550 156.550 Commercial 

12 156.600 156.600 Port Operations  
(Vessel Traffic – All Seaports) 

13 156.650 156.650 Intership Navigation Safety 

14 156.700 156.700 Port Operations  
(Vessel traffic - All Seaports) 

15 -- 156.750 Environmental (Receive only).  Used by 
Class C EPIRBs. 

16 156.800 156.800 International Distress, Safety and Calling 

17 156.850 156.850 State Control 

18A 156.900 156.900 Commercial 

19A 156.950 156.950 Commercial 

20 157.000 161.600 Port Operations (duplex) 

20A 157.000 157.000 Port Operations 

21A 157.050 157.050 Coast Guard 

22A 157.100 157.100 Coast Guard 
23A 157.150 157.150 Coast Guard 

24 157.200 161.800 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 

25 157.250 161.850 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 

26 157.300 161.900 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 

27 157.350 161.950 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 

28 157.400 162.000 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 

63A 156.175 156.175 Port Operations and Commercial. 
65A 156.275 156.275 Port Operations 

66A 156.325 156.325 Port operations 

67 156.375 156.375 Commercial 
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Channel 
Designator 

Ship 
Stations /MHz 

Coast 
Stations /MHz Use 

68 156.425 156.425 Non-Commercial 

69 156.475 156.475 Non-Commercial 

70 156.525 156.525 Digital Selective Calling  
(voice communications not allowed) 

71 156.575 156.575 Non-Commercial 

72 156.625 156.625 Non-Commercial (Intership only) 

73 156.675 156.675 Port Operations 

74 156.725 156.725 Port Operations 

77 156.875 156.875 Port Operations (Intership only) 

78A 156.925 156.925 Non-Commercial 
79A 156.975 156.975 Commercial (Marine Police) 

80A 157.025 157.025 Commercial 

81A 157.075 157.075 Government 

82A 157.125 157.125 Government 

83A 157.175 157.175 Government 

84 157.225 161.825 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 

85 157.275 161.875 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 
86 157.325 161.925 Public Correspondence (Marine Operator) 

AIS 1 161.975 161.975 Automatic Identification System (AIS) 

AIS 2 162.025 162.025 Automatic Identification System (AIS) 

88A 157.425 157.425 Commercial (Intership only) 
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To be inserted:   

 

 

Application Form for a Maritime Mobile Radio Licence. 

& 

Application Form for a Ship Station Radio Licence 
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Phonetic Alphabet 

A  Alpha 
B Bravo 
C Charlie 
D Delta 
E Echo 
F Foxtrot 
G Golf 
H Hotel 
I India 
J Juliet 
K Kilo 
L Lima 
M Mike 
N November 
O Oscar 
P Papa 
Q Quebec 
R Romeo 
S Sierra 
T Tango 
U Uniform 
V Victor 
W Whiskey 
X X-Ray 
Y Yankee 
Z Zulu 
 

.  decimal (point) 

.  (full) stop 
1 Wun (One) 
2 Two 
3 Tree (Three) 
4 Fower (Four) 
5 Fife (Five) 
6 Six 
7 Seven 
8 Ait (Eight) 
9 Niner (Nine) 
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Useful Radio Lingo 

 

RADIO PHRASE INSTEAD OF MEANING 

NEGATIVE Nope No 

THAT IS CORRECT  Yup Yes, Confirm 

AFFIRMATIVE Yup Yes, Confirm 

ROGER Yup Yes, Confirm 

ACKNOWLEDGE Eh? Confirm that you understand my message 

SAY AGAIN Huh? (USA) Repeat last message 

GO AHEAD Yeah, what?  Listening, proceed with your message 

CORRECTION Oops... I made a mistake, correct version is... 

DO YOU READ Are ya there? Called you once or more, reply please 

STAND-BY Wait a sec... Busy, please pause for a moment 

HOLD Oh God...Stop! Hold further racers at the start 

CLEAR TO SEND Let 'em rip Start or Restart the race 

WILCO Okey Dokey... Message understood, will comply 

OUT I gone My message ended, no reply expected 

OVER Huh, Eh Message completed, reply expected 

CHECK Got it Understood 

CONTACT I see 'em... Visual contact at this position 

CONFIRM Is that right eh? My version is...Is that correct? 

VERIFY Who says? Confirm info with the source 

READ BACK Get it? Repeat this message back to me 

 

 


